The latex slide test using particles coated with human y-globulin provides a convenient screening test for serum rheumatoid factors and is widely used in place of the more discriminating but laborious titration using sheep cells coated with rabbit y-globulin-the SCAT test. Standardization of the SCAT test is difficult, even though reference sera are now available (Anderson, Bentzon, Houba, and Krag, 1970) . Commercial latex agents are not required to conform to any established standards and one comparison of the reagents showed an overall agreement of only 67 per cent. (Bach, Grieble, Zschocke, and Anderson, 1968) . We felt that a comparative study of some currently available reagents using sera of known SCAT titre might demonstrate possible batch-to-batch differences in reagent from one source and differences between reagents from other sources and also might suggest a means of standardization. reagents were delivered from the dropper bottles supplied and in the test approximately the same volume of dilute (5 per cent.) unheated serum in glycine buffer reagent was used. Only clear or strong agglutination patterns were recorded as positive.
Materials and methods

Results
Repeat testing of different serum samples from the same patient and occasional re-titration of stored sera have never disclosed either unusually large random variations in titre or a steady long-term drift in the sensitivity of the SCAT test. Examination of previous routine results suggested that, by comparison, the latex reagent had undergone a marked decline in sensitivity. All sera with recorded latex results with SCAT titres in the range of 1/8 to 1/128, which had been examined over a period of several months in 1970 were re-tested with single bottles of three different current latex reagents (Table) . One of these gave so few positive reactions that its use was curtailed. The results confirmed our previous impression that differences in sensitivity existed amongst the latex reagents tested. Two tests which use the same IgG antigen may occasionally give different results if the orientation of this antigen on the particle surface differs in the two cases, as in the study of Ball, de Graaf, Valkenburg, and Westendorp Boerma (1962) . Bach and others (1968) 
